
Welcome to Eighth Grade at AAE! /
¡Bienvenidos al octavo grado en AAE!

July 30, 2021

Dear Eighth Grade Families,

First and foremost, we hope you are enjoying summer, and that our incoming eighth graders are

looking forward to the 2021-22 school year! My name is Oscar Perez and I will be your child’s

eighth grade Spanish teacher. I would like to mention as well that I am also the eighth grade

team leader so you will be receiving a great deal of information from me throughout the year.

With the school year arriving, all of the teachers are ecstatic to meet all of the students and

begin a school year full of enriching activities and fun, learning experiences. The past school

year presented various academic and social challenges and we are working very hard as a

school to make sure that your child has an amazing year now that we are coming back to

in-person learning. It is going to be great seeing their smiling faces and interacting with them in

the school.

There have been some very important updates for our upcoming school year that have been

provided to you by Mr. Freddie De Jesus, our Assistant Principal and Mrs. Eleisha LeMay, our

Dean of Students. Much of this information pertains to knowing our school year calendar,

updating your contact information(e-mails and phone numbers), policies/procedures for the

upcoming school year, etc. Additionally, as we are coming back to school, here is a suggested

list of school supplies that your child can bring prior to the start of the school:

- 1 package of dividers (if the student will have a binder(s))

- 2 composition notebooks or loose-leaf paper

- 3 boxes of pencils (send your child with a few, and keep the rest at home)

- 1 box of pens (not clickable!)

- Hand-held pencil sharpener

- 1 package of cap erasers

- 2 packs of post-its

- Headphones (Dollar store ones are fine!)



Having a consistent system of organization has been very effective for students in years past
because it provides the opportunity for them to manage their time/schedules wisely. Since we
consider them the “seniors of middle school” and we prepare them to transition to high school,
it is important to have them develop a system that works for them. Here is what we recommend
if you need some ideas to help your child.

Either:

- Two binders (one for A days, one for B days) OR One binder (large enough to accommodate

both A day and B day classes)

- 8 pocket folders (one for each class)

Additionally, I am attaching a Meet the Teachers informational page that will include each of

their e-mail addresses so that you can get to know your child’s teachers! If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact me at operez@crec.org

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Sincerely,

Oscar Perez and The Eighth Grade Team
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Meet the 8th Grade Team!

Mr. Oscar Perez – Team Leader / Spanish
Hello everyone! I received my Bachelor of Arts degree
in Spanish Literature/Culture from the University of
Connecticut and completed my Master of Arts degree
in Spanish at Central Connecticut State University. This
is my tenth year teaching Spanish at the Academy of
Aerospace and Engineering and my third year as the
team leader. As a World Language teacher, I am
extremely excited to bring this wonderful experience
into your child’s middle school life. Learning a second
language is a great asset to develop and I will do my
very best to help them gain these skills. Being from
Colombia and having incredible mentors as I grew up, I
was guided on a path to becoming a language teacher.
I am able to bring a unique background that gives me
the ability to personalize the content in the classroom
and to make the class fun and exciting. I will make sure

that authentic language experiences are included in order to achieve this goal. Please feel free
to contact me at operez@crec.org if you have any questions or concerns! I look forward to the
new school year and helping all of my students be successful.

En Español: Hola a todos! Yo recibí mi Licenciatura de Artes en Literatura y Cultura española
de la Universidad de Connecticut y completé mi Maestría de Artes en español de Central
Connecticut State University. Este es mi décimo año enseñando español en la Academia de
Aerospacio e ingeniería y mi tercer año como líder del grado. Como maestro de idiomas, estoy
muy contento de poderle traer esta experiencia maravillosa a la vida escolar de su hijo/a. Es un
gran beneficio aprender un segundo lenguaje y haré mi mejor esfuerzo para poder ayudarles
desarrollar estas habilidades. Tuve el privilegio de tener mentores increíbles durante mis
estudios y siendo de Colombia, fui guiado en el camino para ser maestro de lenguas. Yo traigo
a la profesión un ambiente único que me da la habilidad de personalizar el contenido de la
lengua española a la clase; esto trae un nivel de diversión muy dinámico para los estudiantes.
Me aseguraré de que las experiencias auténticas del lenguaje sean incluidas para poder lograr
esta meta. Si desea, puede comunicarse conmigo por correo electrónico al operez@crec.org
si tiene una pregunta o preocupación. Estoy feliz de comenzar este nuevo año escolar y en
poder ayudar a todos los estudiantes lograr éxito.
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Mr. Scott Martin – Social Studies

Hello to my incoming students! I am so excited to be
entering my 4th year teaching and to do it with the 2022 8th
grade students. As the 8th grade Social Studies teacher,
we will cover topics in US History from 1776-1856;
however, we bring all of these issues of the past and relate
them to those that are still relevant today.
I graduated from CCSU with my bachelors degree and I am
finishing up my masters program at CCSU as well. In my
class we collaborate and problem solve on a daily basis.
You can expect to work on real world 21st century skills
such as collaboration, problem solving, learning how to
strengthen arguments, leadership, and empathizing and
listening to everyone's point of view. We talk about a variety
of issues in my class, no stones are left unturned.
Oftentimes, students identify and raise issues they are
interested in and when appropriate, we will work it into a

unit of study. I love to teach and build bonds with young people. After a wacky couple of years, I
cannot wait to get back at it this year and see you all in my classroom. Feel free to email me
anytime at scomartin@crec.org.

Mrs. Juliann Canterbury – English (Writing)

Hi all! I am thrilled for this upcoming school year and to
meet all of the amazing 8th grade students. I will be
going into my sixth year of teaching and I’m sure this
one will be the best one yet. Just a little about me, I
graduated from Southern Connecticut State University
with my Bachelors in Secondary ELA Education. I am
currently working on my Masters in School Counseling
and should be finishing up by next year (fingers
crossed). In my class we will be focusing on skills all
people should have as individuals in a society where
writing is crucial for success. Throughout the year,
students will be exploring themselves as writers through
creative, informational, and analytical pieces. I am
looking forward to meeting all my students! If you have
any questions please reach out through email at
jcanterbury@crec.org.
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Ms. Brittany Carrier - English (Reading)

Hello, everyone! I’m so excited for this new school year and to get to know everyone! This will
be my fourth year at AAE and I couldn’t be happier to say that. I received my Bachelor’s in
English and Psychology at the University of Connecticut in 2015. I then went on to earn my
Masters in Teaching (MAT) at University of Saint Joseph in 2017. Through my experience, I see
how much literature can help us better understand ourselves and those around us. I like to use
literature for us to learn not only about ourselves but also those different from us. This is why in
my classroom we talk a lot about perspective and context. Throughout the year, students will
have opportunities to participate in whole class novels as well as independent reading. I look
forward to meeting you all and your students! If you need to contact me, please feel free to
email me at bcarrier@crec.org.

Mrs. Erin Bednarzyk – Math 8

Hello Everyone! I am excited to be back for my second year at AAE. I have been teaching for
six years as a math teacher, I have previously taught 7th grade and 8th grade mathematics. I
graduated with my Bachelors degree in science from the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst. I also have a Masters degree in education from Lesley University. My focus for my
Masters degree was middle school math and science. In 8th grade math, students will be
expanding their math toolbox and learning new strategies to solve problems as well as applying
what we already know to new problems. We will be looking at real world problems and using
math to better define and explain how those problems affect us and the world around us. If
you’d like to contact me please email me at ebednarzyk@crec.org.
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Ms. Maureen Taylor – Science

Happy Summer!  I’m looking forward to the 2021-2022 academic year and
seeing you all!  I graduated from UCONN, the University of Bridgeport and
SCSU with teaching and economics degrees.  I also have an International
Technology Certification, so I truly am a lifelong learner. I have been
fortunate to have completed field work studying Environmental Science as
well.  So I bring this enthusiasm for learning to you all.  I love exploring, and
spend my free time hiking and kayaking. In the classroom, I plan to offer
many opportunities for students to explore as well. I like a busy classroom
and a community of learners. I apply what we are learning in the classroom

to current events and show how these science skills are applied everywhere, every day!  If you
have any questions, feel free to reach out to me at mtaylor@crec.org. Oh! And I love dogs!

Mrs. Jamila Champier - Special Education
Hello loves, I absolutely cannot
wait to reconnect with students and
families from our new 8th grade
class! This will be my 4th year
teaching Special Education at
AAE, previously transitioning from
years of experience in behavioral
health and elementary education.
In all of these roles, I have worked
to ensure equity and access for all
students and their families to the
educational and social
opportunities necessary to thrive in
school and in life. With almost all of
my foundational work rooted in
grassroots organizing/advocacy, I

pride myself on being a significant member and educator in the Greater Hartford community. I
possess 3 degrees from various universities, all aligned with the dedication and advancement of
underprivileged students. Regardless of your abilities, I am available and willing to work with
any student who needs academic or emotional support. Students will see me bouncing in
between classrooms, supporting my team with anything from difficult conversations around
identity to helping students develop successful study habits. I also work closely with parents to
help them navigate through the educational process that sometimes can be overwhelming or
intimidating. The 8th grade teachers are the rockstars of AAE, I guarantee that your experience
with us will be nothing short of amazing! We are a team committed to acknowledging,
responding to and celebrating culture in a classroom near you!
If you have any questions or would like to connect with me, feel free to send me a shout at
jchampier@crec.org.
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Ms. Jen Skitromo - School Counselor / Support Services

Welcome to 8th grade Class of 2025! I am so excited
to begin working with you and your students during
this pivotal transition in their schooling. I received my
Bachelor of Arts degree in United States history from
the State University of New York at Albany and
completed my Master of Arts degree in Curriculum &
Instruction and School Counseling at UCONN. Before
joining CREC in 2015 as a School Counselor I was a
history teacher for 8 years! I have been lucky enough
to call the Academy of Aerospace and Engineering my
home since 2017. As a School Counselor, I work with
ALL students and families in grades 8 and 9. Students
in 8th grade will see me in their hallway every day
either greeting them or saying good bye.Throughout
the year, I come into core classes as a guest teacher
and discuss the transition to high school, meet with

individual students when they are experiencing a situation that needs more one on one
attention, and am generally here as a resource to both you and your student. I am thrilled to
start the 2021 - 2022 school year and can’t wait to meet you and your students! If there is
anything you need please do not hesitate to reach out to me through email jskitromo@crec.org

Ms. Tiffany Friedlander - Special Education

Hello 8th grade families! I hope you all had a fantastic summer!
I am one of the 8th grade Special Education teacher’s on the
team. This will be my third year teaching at AAE. I help students
with various learning struggles and for them to be successful in
their classes. During the summer,I went to Myrtle beach for a
week. Throughout the summer, I attended various concerts and
spent some time at local beaches. I look forward to working with
the 8th graders.


